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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) beheld in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

I. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Washio 
et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,301 ,022 - "Washio"). 



1. Claims 1 and 14 

• Washio discloses in column 3, lines 60-65 the detection of an inclination angle 
(i.e. position). Washio discloses in column 6, lines 1-7 discloses a method used 
to correct inclination angle (i.e. correction based on measured data). Washio 
discloses in column 7, lines 48-59 the need for detecting document size before 
performing inclination correction. Column 8, lines 18-30 describe how the size 
can be measured. 

2. Claims 2, 13 and 17 

• Washio discloses in column 6, lines 57-67 and column 7, lines 1-13 magnification 
processing based upon the inclination angle error. Column 6, lines 66-67 and 
column 7, lines 1-6, especially, focus on moving the light source and mirrors (i.e. 
adjusting image optics). 

3. Claims 3 and 14 

• Similarly related to claim 2 above. Washio discloses the magnification of the 
width in column 6, line 56 by a factor determined by the inclination angle. 
Column 8, lines 53-61 discloses the use of magnification to change the size of 
the read image to a size of the outputted sheet of paper. 

4. Claims 4 

• Washio discloses in column 6, lines 13-21 that the data in the image memory (i.e. 
digital data of the original image) is corrected by data shift according to the 
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measured data. Washio discloses in column 12, lines 8-9 that a printer is used to 
print the corrected data. 

5. Claim 5 

• Washio discloses in column 4, lines 5-58 of how various sensors are used in the 
detection of an inclination angle of a document. Lines 22-28, especially disclose 
that a positioning of sensors as show in Fig. 1b simplifies the detection process 
(i.e. picture carrier is read relative to the nominal positioning of the 
sensors). Again, from claim 4 above, the stored image data is shifted according 
to the measured data from the sensors. 

6. Claim 6 

• Washio discloses in column 8, lines 1 8-26 the detection of a width of the 
document D. Although not explicitly stated, one would understand that this 
information is reflected in the stored image data. 

7. Claims 7 and 18 

• This related to claim 5 above. Washio discloses in column 4, lines 37-64 the 
measurement of the angle due to speed and time. One would understand that 
this essentially can tell one the transverse and longitudinal error because the 
angle is a result of the change in the transverse direction over the longitudinal 
over a period of time. 

8. Claims 8, 19 and 20 

• Washio also discloses in column 8, lines 18-26 the detection of a length of the 
document D. One would understand that this information is reflected in the 
stored image data. Also, column 6, lines 56 and 57 discloses how the width and 
length of the scanned document are to be magnified to fit the outputted sheet of 
paper in accordance with an inclination angle. 

9. Claims 9 and 21 

• As mentioned in claims 1 and 4, an data shift correction is performed based upon 
an inclination angle of the read document. 

10. Claim 10 

• One can see in Figs 1 a and 1 b of Washio and column 4, lines 5-1 0 various 
detectors positioned in the scanner. Column 3, lines 28-32 discloses that item 21 
is an photoelectric element. 

11. Claim 11 

• Washio discloses in column 6, lines 13-17 the shifting of data for each pixel 
stored in an image memory 

• One can see in Fig. 1a and 1 b a recording platform for the document D. Item 15 
of Fig. 1 is a belt for transport of the document. 
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• Washio discloses in column 12, lines 8-9 that a printer is used to print the 
corrected data. Digital printers are well-known. 

• One can see in Figs 1 a and 1 b of Washio and column 4, lines 5-1 0 various 
detectors positioned in the scanner. Column 3, lines 28-32 discloses that item 21 
is an photoelectric element. 

• Washio discloses in column 3, lines 60-65 the detection of an inclination angle by 
an inclination angle detection means. Washio discloses in column 6, lines 1-7 
discloses a method used to correct inclination angle (i.e. correction based on 
measured data). Washio discloses in column 7, lines 48-59 the need for 
detecting document size before performing inclination correction. Column 8, 
lines 18-30 describe how the size can be measured by a size detection means. 
Although Washio focuses more on a method and does not go into great detail 
about processors, it would be inherent for some processing logic, such as a 
processor or processors, to perform the corrections in the Washio reference. 

12. Claim 15 

• Washio discloses in column 3, lines 39-43 the various components of the 
scanner. It is well known that the scanning mechanism extends across the 
page. 

13. Claim 16 

• Washio discloses in column 3, lines 12-15 the use of a light source. Lines 28-32 
discloses that the image reading means 21 of the scanner is a photoelectric 
conversion element for converting the light emitted. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Atsumi (U.S. Patent No. 5,854,964) Pasco et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,064,778), Yoshida et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,718,071). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571 )272-7381 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571)272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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